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The conquest was complete due to the dissensions of
the Egyptian rulers. Another significant incident that
changed the fortunes of war was the new method of
warfare that the invaders introduced in their battles.
This was the war-chariot and its horses. Horses,
domesticated in Iran and introduced in western Asia
by Iranians, replaced asses in chariots and changed
the shape of fighting. tEgypti ans themselves later
employed horse-drawn chariots in Palestine and else-
where to their advantage.
The Hyksos were cruel and unsparing to their
enemies. They sacked and burnt their cities and
temples and drove women and children into captivity.
They conquered both Memphis and Thebes and collect-
ed revenue from Lower and Upper Egypt with great
force and hardship. These kings stayed behind their
strongly garrisoned fastness-towns and emerged
only to lead expeditions and to exact hated tributes.
Manetho preserves a list of the most notorious
of the pillaging barbarians. The most important
of them was perhaps Senserenra Khian who ruled
as a great pharaoh and dedicated statues of himself
in the temple of Bubastis. He must have been a great
overlord for relics bearing his name have been dis-
covered at places far apart, from Baghdad in Iraq
and Knossos in Crete.
The Hyksos ruling later than about 1650 B. a
became completely Egyptianized. They adopted full
phax^aonic titles and dignity, worshipped Egyptian,
gods and built temples for them- Some new elements
of religion like the veneration of the naked goddess
Ishtar and the Syrian winged sphinx made their
appearance in: Egypt now. Although there were
at times risings against the usurpers, the latter always
suppressed them and having completely overrun the
country ruled it with an iron hand.